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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

BAPTISM 
When do we hold baptisms? 
- on the fourth or fifth Sunday of a month at 

12.15pm or 1.15pm; 
  we normally have one family at each time, 

however, there may be occasions when we 
have another child to baptise and so there 
will be two families together; 

- or at our regular worship on a Sunday 
morning at 10.00am; 

  There will be exceptions due to the church 
calendar 

How do you book a baptism? 
- collect an application form the Church 

Office 
 
 

WEDDING 
How do we book our wedding? 
-   please contact our Parish Administrator in 

the Church Office, who will discuss with 
you availability of dates and times; will talk 
to you about the qualifying connection you 
have with the parish; and will take you and 
your fiancé’s details; 

-   you will then be contacted by our vicar to 
arrange a date to meet. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ 
E-mail:  churchoffbkebly@aol.com 
Phone:  01278 769082 
Open Tuesday & Wednesday,  
10.00am-1.00pm & 2.00pm-4.00pm 

Churchwardens Miss Frances James 760 287    Mr Mike Smith 760 691 

Services for January 2013 
Date Service Time Church 
  6th January 
Epiphany 

Holy Communion - BCP
All-Sorts-Worship 
Epiphany Reflections 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  5.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

13th January 
Baptism of Christ 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 
Iona (Celtic) Worship 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  5.30pm 

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

20th January 
Epiphany 3 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

27th January 
Epiphany 4 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 
Evening Prayer – Said 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  6.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

Every Tuesday Holy Communion   2.30pm St. Mary’s East Brent 
Every Wednesday Holy Communion 10.00am St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

SIDESMEN ROTA 
13th January   8.00am Mike Champion 
20th January 10.00am Pat & Jan Doble 
27th January   6.30pm Bruce Wingate 

CHURCH REGISTER 
Holy Matrimony At Rest 
Nigel Groves & Michaela Palmer-Greene Doreen Betty Callow 
Andrew Rich & Vicki Sala 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION Men's Section 
The next meeting of The Royal British Legion will be held at the Red Cow on 
Tuesday 8th January 2013 at 7.30pm.  All members welcome. Eddie Fuller 
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METHODIST CHURCH 
Minister Revd. Andrew Biggs 

Due to the deadline, I am writing this article before 21st December.  I am therefore hoping 
we are all around to read it (written with tongue firmly implanted in cheek).  This 
reminded me of the panic caused by the “Millennium Bug” at the end of 1999 where the 
electronic world would grind to a halt and the planet as we knew it would plunge into 
chaos.  I have a strong conviction that we will not be suffering from a volcanic eruption 
from Brent Knoll, a new Ice Age (although it has been a tad cold) or flooding (like many 
others, I've survived this twice - within a period of 7 weeks).  I therefore feel confident 
enough to wish you a very Happy New Year on behalf of all of us at Brent Knoll 
Methodist Church. 
One era, however, has certainly come to an end.  Our very own Rev Margaret Trapp 
retired from the Parent and Toddler Group.  She has worked so hard (and as is her 
custom, quietly and without any fuss) and she will be sorely missed.  We all, however, 
wish her the happy retirement she so richly deserves.  The Parent and Toddler Group 
provides a real service in the village.  And as a new helper, I have to say it's not only the 
parents and children who enjoy the experience.  If you are able to spare a couple of 
hours on a Tuesday morning (even once a month) you would be very much appreciated.  
And find the whole experience very rewarding. 
Thank you, also, to everyone who attended and supported our Christmas coffee morning.  
These times for meeting up with friends, both old and new, are, for me, what village life is 
all about. 
Once again - a very happy New Year to you all.  God bless. Rosemary Krull 

Preachers for January at 10.30am 
  6th January  : Rev Margaret Trapp 
13th January  : David Lee 
20th January  : Rev Joyce Plumb 
27th January  : Rev Andrew Biggs (joint Covenant service at Brean) 

Toddlers 
We had a delightful Christmas party on the last day of term and it was lovely to 
welcome our guests Rev Andrew Biggs, Rev Simon Lewis and of course Father 
Christmas, who had presents for all the children as they had been so good. 
We also marked the occasion of Margaret Trapp's retirement after caring for 
Toddlers for some 25 years.  Rev Andrew thanked Margaret for all the 
dedication, devotion and love she had given to the group and then presented 
her with a bird bath from all the children.  We will miss Margaret so much but 

look forward to seeing her anytime when she is able to call in.  We hope she will enjoy a 
wonderful retirement. 
Happy New Year to all the toddlers and their families and we look forward to seeing you 
on Tuesday 8th January, the first day of the new term.                         Jane 

Fun in February 
Merry Christmas all you churchyard Fun in February team - don't forget 
the date which is February 16th. 
See you there and fingers crossed that the weather is as kind as it usually 
is. Sue Boss 
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TTel: 01934 811557 

Mobile: 07867 642 542 

PC Doctor 

Get your computer fixed 

on site, at 

your convenience. 

Very reasonable rates 

Fully qualified 

No callout fee, 

7 day local service 

PC Problems, 

Upgrades, 

Internet  

connections 
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Call now for a free no 
obligation quote 
 

We will aim to beat  
all written quotes 
 
 
 

Part P Qualified  
 

17th Edition 
 

Inspection & Testing 
 

Fully Insured 
 

������Registered 

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset 

Kingfisher Windows 
Local Family Business 

Est. 1986 by John Fisher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For all your Windows, Doors, 
Cladding and Conservatory needs 

   Tel: 01278 760 616 
www.kingfishercheddar.co.uk 

Come and see us at our 
showroom 

Unit 8, Mill Batch Farm 
East Brent, Somerset. TA9 4JN 



WWoodlands 
Country House Hotel & Restaurant
Hill Lane, Brent Knoll
Tel: 01278 760232
Fax: 01278 769090

email: info@woodlands hotel.co.uk www.woodlands hotel.co.uk
Christmas Lunch & Dinner 

Our festive season menu’s are now on our website at www.woodlands hotel.co.uk
Please call 01278 760232 to book your party

New Years eve 
We are having our New Years eve bash again this year. Kick off with mulled cider,
enjoy a buffet meal, dance to our in house DJ, and enjoy a glass of champagne to

see the New Year in. We have kept the price the same as last year at £45 per head.
See our website at www.woodlands hotel.co.uk for the full menu. Please call 01278

760232 to book your table as we are already filling up fast.

“A Special House for a Special Occasion”  

Woodlands December 2010
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Notes from the Parish Council Meeting 
December 3rd, 2012 
KEY ISSUES RAISED AND DECISIONS TAKEN  
A number of residents attended the meeting to explain the individual problems that have 
arisen during the recent Weather conditions  
Footpaths and Highways 
Issues Raised  
The meeting on this occasion concentrated on the severe Weather and flood related issues. 
Action by the Parish Council: 4 point plan. 
 1. Clerk arranging a multi-agency meeting. 
 2. Survey of local Rhynes, Ditches, and residents experiences. 
 3. Article in BKN in 2013 requesting resident cooperation on Property management. 
 4. A plan of action for future problems. 
The initial meeting with the Parish Council and the following agencies:- 

Brue Drainage Board:   Somerset County Highways:   Wessex Water:   Chris East of SCC 
Village Green Matters 
Issues Raised 
 Rear fence, where Lime tree has been removed. 
 Flood issues with surrounding Rhyne. 
Decisions Taken 
 To make good the fencing at the rear of the green. 

Part of on-going flood and water plan. 
Grant applications Received 

Parish Hall:   Meet and Eat:   Manor Ride Big lunch. 
These will be considered at the precept setting meeting on 21st January. 
Planning Matters 
07/12/00047 Erection of cover over existing livestock yard on land at Ham Farm, Ham Road 
The Parish Council supported this application on the grounds of improvement to facilities 
and positive environment considerations. 
Finance Working Group Proposals and decisions by the Parish Council 
Toilet Block Decision to get new lower spec quotes from contractor to replace 

guttering/ fascia. And to remove modesty walls.  New quotes to be 
deferred until January 7th. 

Speed Indicator Device Item deferred until meeting with SCC can be arranged in New Year. 
Knoll Footpath Some debate on the right programme of improvement. 
Additions to The Council have continued the application to Viridor for funding of  
Play Equipment new items of equipment. 
Website upgrade Agreement reached to allow our web developer to make progress on a 

new template for our revised site. 
Full details of the meeting can be found on the minutes published on the website or by 
obtaining a copy from the Clerk. 
Next meeting – January 7th, with Precept setting meeting January 21st.  Meetings start at 
7.30pm in the Jubilee Room, at the rear of the Parish Hall. 
Owen J Cullwick, Iona, 32 Oak Tree Place Burnham-on-Sea Somerset TA8 2LH 

Tel No 01278 794 463 email clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk 
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Brent Knoll Local History Society 
On Monday 26th November at 7.30pm a group of people attended the Jubilee Room in 
the Parish Hall for the second meeting of the above society at which John Page gave an 
excellent illustrated talk with some old photographs of the village.  Some of the 
photographs dated back over 100 years and showed the considerable changes which 
have taken place in the village and in the nature of people’s lives.  
Members were able to identify people in group photographs of over 50 years ago.  This 
stimulated discussion and further details were gained.  Two photographs of Church Lane, 
taken in the early days of the 20th century, showed a narrow lane with old buildings, now 
demolished.  Its original name of Pan Street was recalled.  A photograph of the 1950s 
showed the demolition of some houses by the current tennis courts and gave an 
unobstructed view of the Manor House and Church.  Views of the Knoll showed it to have 
been very bare of trees in the top part yet densely covered on its lower slopes.  Rhynes 
were very clear, the result of regular attention.  A panoramic view of the Lodge, the 
School and the Church in 1890 revealed the Knoll in the background to good effect. 
Somerset Court, which was built from the proceeds of a lottery win in the 18th century, 
(Yes, there was a lottery in those days!) was shown.  Another photograph showed Mrs 
Sybil Elgar (died aged 92 in 2007,) founder of the present day Somerset Court Adult 
Autistic Centre, at an official function there with the actor Robert Morley.  A splendid view 
of Saddler’s Cottage in the 1930s portrayed the Ham family standing proudly in front of it.  
The sign on the cottage said, ‘Saddlers and Harness Makers’.  A Ham family wedding 
photograph was also of great interest from the point of view of the fashions of those 
times.  A posed photograph of the Fox and Goose in the 1920s displayed a group of local 
residents, old signposts, an early motorbike and an open topped car which helped date 
the picture.  Another splendid group scene outside the Inn showed sombrely dressed 
men in top hats, seated in pony and traps ready for the trip to Bridgwater to register their 
vote in an election of 1910.  Map evidence revealed that the Fox and Goose was 
probably built in the early 19th century.  The road, now the A38, was much narrower then 
and passed immediately next to the Inn and was encroached by trees and hedges.  In 
those days Battleborough Lane was a through road.  
From pictures of the Poor Books of 1670 – 1682, we gained names of people living in the 
village at that time.  The vicar then was the Reverend Bernoni Hill.  The interior of the 
church in 1918 showed the old gas lamps.  Much ivy clung to the outside fabric of the 
church.  Very detailed images of the vicarage plans were of great interest and also 
showed stable and coach house plans.  A small building on the left of Church Lane at the 
side of the Vicarage was used as a school prior to the present one in Brent Street.  Old 
photographs of ‘Woodlands’ and ‘Battleborough Farm’ were of great interest.  There is 
still conjecture as to which battle took place in that area which is suggested by its name 
although it may have been one recorded over 1,000 years ago as having taken place at 
the mouth of the River Parrett. 
All in all, the photographs proved great stimuli for discussion and we look forward to the 
next meeting which will be held at the same venue on Monday 28th January 2013 at 
7.30pm.  New members will be very welcome.  To cover costs (mainly the hire of the 
Jubilee Room) a small charge of £2 is payable. 
If you have any old photographs of the village which we could copy, we would be very 
pleased to receive them.  Thank you. BDF 
Just for Fun – What their Mothers might have said 
Columbus’s mother: “I don’t care what you’ve discovered, Chris.  You could still have 

written!” MP 
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THE FROCK SHOP 
Dress Agency 

Brent Knoll’s Best Kept Secret  
Quality new
and nearly 

new designer
labels at

discounted
prices

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10am – 4pm Mon to Sat 
11am - 3pm Sunday 
Situated behind The Acorns Café 

(formerly The Goat House) 
On the A38 at Brent Knoll 

01278 760 800 
www.thefrockshopuk.com

Adam Popham 
Director 
A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd 

 

Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural 
local Electrical contractor 

All aspects of electrical work 
undertaken in a courteous, friendly 

and professional manner 
 

Mark, Somerset,     07738221754 
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Holywell Nursing Home 
 

Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Telephone: 01278 760 601      Fax: 01278 760 912 

Email: holywellnursinghome@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Registered Provider and Matron:  Sarah Joyce  RMN  RGN 
 

At Holywell we believe that all who use our services should feel welcome, safe and in control.  
That their rights to have choice, independence, dignity, privacy and fulfillment are respected. 

 
Holywell is registered and regulated by the Care Quality Commission and has been awarded 

the Quality Rating with Somerset Social Services. 
 

We now have accommodation for 30 residents. 
 

All rooms are ensuite and our recent upgrade includes a second lift, extra bathroom with 
ceiling hoist and a shower/wet room.  The kitchen is now in the centre of the Nursing Home, 

by the dining room. 
 

We can offer long term care, short term or respite care, from one night to however long is 
required, day care or visit for a meal or bath/shower.  Drop in information service, we are here 

to help and support our local community. 
 

We also welcome volunteers especially to help our less able to enjoy their meals, perhaps hand 
massage or give a hand with the activity ladies. 

 
People coming to live here are encouraged to bring with them items to personalize their rooms. 

 
We operate an open house policy, visitors are welcome at any time that the resident is happy to 

see them. 
 

A brochure is available which includes our Philosophy of Care and Statement of Purpose. 

��

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�



Holiday Accommodation 
Three bedroom apartment, sleeping five.  Overlooking the harbour.  In 
Porthmadog, Gwynedd, North Wales.  Porthmadog has a rich maritime and 
railway history, being the terminus of both the Welsh Highland Railway 
and the Blaenau Ffestiniog Railway.  An excellent base for touring the 
surrounding area.  The famous Italianate village of Portmeirion, built by the 
architect Sir Clough Williams-Ellis, is just 2 miles away, whilst Criccieth 
and Harlech castles are within easy 
reach.  As are Mt Snowdon, 
Caernarfon and Anglesey. 
The apartment has good views of the 
harbour and the Ffestiniog Railway 
terminus.  The shops are less than a 
five minute walk and the nearest 
beach at Borth-y-Guest a 15 minute 
walk.   Ample local walking in 
breath taking scenery. 
For more details please contact Jenny on 01278 760477 or 07748 781 593
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Saint Michael’s Music and Arts 
Events 2013 

Saturday 2nd March “The Golden Age of Musical Satire” in Saint Michael’s Church 
 This is a very entertaining and relaxed one man show by Pete 

Gill, a multitalented musician who has performed here twice in 
the past. 

              Refreshments will be served during the interval 
                         Wine Bar and coffee and tea 
               Full details to be announced in the near future 
Saturday 27th July By popular demand, a return of Shakespeare in the Garden at 

Ivyclad Hall. 
 The Festival Players Theatre company perform “Romeo and Juliette” 
Saturday 9th November A performance by “The D-Day Darlings” songs from WW1 & 2. 
 The concert forms part of the weekend festival of Remembrance. 

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR 
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ 

& January SALE 
(you might be surprised with what is on offer!) 

SATURDAY 12th January 
at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10.00am to 12 noon 

Locally produced fresh beef, pork, chicken, eggs and Cheese, Pickles and preserves. 
Vegetable Stall, Speciality bread, Westcroft Cider, Homemade Cakes and Savouries, 

Phoenix Cards, Handmade Cards, Silver and beaded jewellery, Children’s Games and Toys, 
Local Crafts, Textiles, etc., CDs, DVDs, Books, and Bric-a-Brac. 

Plus the first 200+ Club Draw of 2013 and Raffle 
The Parish Café will be serving Bacon and Sausage Butties & light snacks 

Entrance FREE 
Donated items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall will be much appreciated, (for collection or delivery) or to 

Book a Table (£7 per table) Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308) until further notice 
Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle 
The Brent Knoll Classical Music Group will be restarting on Monday 7th 
January at Ball Copse Hall.  Eleven sessions are held every Monday evening 
starting at 7.00pm and last for two hours.  The term lasts until 18th March. 
The cost for the term is £20, representing less than £2 per session! 
I do hope you will join us.  I guarantee that you will hear both familiar and unfamiliar good 
music, in pleasant surroundings, with interesting company.  Please contact Phyllis Loynd on 
01278 760 502 if you are interested in attending. 
 David Allen, Chair, Brent Knoll, Music Circle 



Computer Specialist  

 

Computer Services 
Tel: 01278 760354 
Mob: 07780860341 
Email: knotts@onetel.com 

Computer Tuition  
Repairs  
Data Recovery  
Advice  
Broad Band 
Or other problems  

 
call away.  
I look forward to your call. 
Graham Knott (M BCS) 
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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VILLAGE VIEWS 
If you would like to send in a letter relating in any way to our village 
life, I will try to publish it!  There are a few ground rules.  The content 
must not be libellous, defamatory or targeted at an individual.  Letters will only be printed 
if the sender includes their name and address (although this need not be published).  
Finally, any views printed are those of the contributor and NOT the Editor or the BKN Team. 

Christmas “Meet & Eat” Lunch 
For the first time we had our Christmas lunch at Woodlands Hotel. 
It was a great success; Woodlands really did us proud, the lunch was superb, the 
table and decorations were lovely, and there was a splendid atmosphere. 
To make it really special, Bella, Liz, Rosemary and Weit were able to eat with us, 
instead of slaving away in the kitchen while we just sit and enjoy ourselves! 
 Sally Wingate 

Barrie & Frances to the rescue 
On Wednesday 21st November, Church Lane was a torrent with 
all the rain coming down from the Knoll.  Two houses were 
flooded as well as lots of gardens on this corner due to the 
rhyne being blocked with lots of branches and general detritus.  
Barrie went out and spent most of the day keeping the rhyne 
free flowing.  Frances joined him and she found where the 
water couldn't get through.  David Knott also came to help. 
I think it was a brilliant thing to do and probably saved a lot 
more flooding to property just here.                  Brenda Hardman 
FRONT COVER Photos 
Thanks to Maurice Jackson and Owen Cullwick for the pictures of some of the impact 
of the flood waters in Brent Knoll. Ed. 

Pilates at the Parish Hall 
Have you ever thought you would like to do Pilates?  To feel, look and move better?  
Well now is your chance, right here in Brent Knoll!  
Pilates is accessible to just about everyone, it helps each person to make the best 
use of their own body, to increase mobility and strength, particularly core strength, 
and overall movement.  Many people find that stiffness, aching backs, necks and 
shoulders and other movement issues are hugely improved though regular Pilates, 
but it’s also great for those who are already fit to improve their quality of movement 
and core strength further. 
Jane has lived in Somerset for 26 years; she is married with two sons and two dogs.  
She is also qualified as a solicitor and barrister, but a couple of years ago, after 26 
years as a lawyer, decided to do something completely different, and qualified to 
advanced level as a Pilates teacher.  She is teaching mat work classes in Brent Knoll 
and other local villages, or private sessions for anyone wanting that. 
Currently the class at 9.15am on Monday at Brent Knoll is full, but Jane is hoping to 
hold a further class in Brent Knoll on Wednesday morning, also at 9.15am, if there is 
sufficient interest.  Please contact Jane direct on 01934 743 624 or 07515 159 789 for 
further information or to book a place Jane Roberts 
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We hope everyone had a very happy and enjoyable Christmas. 
In November we had our annual Christmas Fayre which was very successful.  Thank you for 
all your contributions, which were much appreciated. 
Our programme for 2013 has now been finalised.  It promises to be as interesting and varied 
as usual.  We start the year being entertained by singer Stephen Holford. 
We would like to wish you all a very happy New Year and look forward to seeing you at our 
January meeting. 
Next Meeting 16th January  - Stephen Holford - Singer 
We are a very friendly group and we welcome new members of all ages.  We meet on the 
third Wednesday of every month, so just come along to a meeting or contact         
Joy Collett - 01278 760 458. Trish Mace 

WI CRAFT GROUP 
We will meet this month on Monday January 21st at 2.30pm in the Methodist Church school 
room. 
We are a small group of ladies who knit and natter.  We knit for the Mission to Seafarers and 
the Sweep charity which sends items to Romania. 
We welcome new members.  There is no need to be a member of the WI. 
We are grateful to all those who knit for us at home too, who for various reasons are unable 
to join us.  For further details please phone me on 760 691. Margaret Smith 

Quotes and Tips from the Farmer’s Wife 
January 
January 28th – St Glastian Day  -  Patron Saint of Kinglassie. 
January is an unreliable month for weather; an old saying sums it up: 

“January weather and a woman’s thoughts often change” 
If birds begin to sing 
in January, frosts on 
the way. 
If you are greeted 
this month with 
“Wassail” instead of 
“hello”, you respond 
with the word 
“Drinkhail” which 
means “be of good 
health”, an old 
custom possibly 
dates back to Saxon 
times. 
Keep fresh flowers 
longer by adding 1 
tablespoon of vinegar 
and ½ tablespoon of 
sugar to every pint of 
water. 

If you are unable to acquire sandbags to protect against flooding, buy grow bags then you 
can use them in the spring for your tomato plants, etc. Farmer’s Wife 
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Hopkins Plumbing 

Heating  Boilers  Kitchens  Bathrooms  Garden Taps  Drains 

If�Natural�Gas,�LPG�or�water�connects�to�it,�
I�can�install,�fix�or�service�it!�

 

LLandlords Certificates  -  Boiler and Fire Servicing 
Efficient work & friendly approach - No job too Small 

Over 25 years experience  -  Quality & Value 

��07740 605507 
Or 01278 760710 

 

159240 
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Kathryn Talbot 
Office and Secretarial Services 

 

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, 
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, 
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc. 
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service 
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc. 

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393 

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com 

OFSTED Registered
OUTSTANDING NURSERY EDUCATION

(OFSTED June 08)
Full Day Care 8am-6pm 
Mon-Fri (Term Time) 
Ages 2 Years to 11 Years 
Free places available for 3 and 4 year olds 

Tel: 01278 769126
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Brent Knoll House Histories 
Early Maps - 3 
Last month I mentioned that “The 
Methodist Church is shown on both 
maps, but what is now The Chase was 
not apparent on the 1811 map”.  When I 
met Mary Frost recently, she queried this 
comment, stating that she believed the 
Methodist Chapel was not built until 1837 
and was opened on the 25th August that 
year.  That would mean it should be on 
the 1842 Tithe Map but not on the 1811 
map.  Unfortunately the size of the maps 
printed made it difficult to see what was 
really shown on the site, so this month I am reproducing them on a larger scale and 
looking at the facts which are currently known about the Methodist Church site. 
The top map shown here is the Tithe Map, which clearly shows Simon’s Oak to the right 

and plot 179 next to it.  That plot is described in the Apportionment (the listing 
accompanying all Tithe Maps, which listed the name of the owner of the land, followed by 
the person who occupied the premises, its Tithe number, a description, its size and the 
tithe payable to the Vicar or the Rector) as The Chapel, owned by the Methodist’s 
Society, being 13 perches in size and paying 5d as a tithe to the vicar. 
An additional plot, to the west of the Chapel, is marked as 180 and, as I mentioned last 
month, was owned by Philemon Mangle Williams and let to Mrs Williams.  From the map 
above it appears that there is already a house on the site, which would tie in with a 
tenant such as Mrs Williams, but in the Apportionment it is described only as a garden.  If 
that is true it appears to have a very large garden shed! 
Comparing these premises to the 1811 map (shown below), Simon’s Oak is clearly 
visible, as are the two buildings in what became plot 179 (though that seems to include 

part of what became Simon’s Oak 
garden in the earlier map).  It is this 
similarity which led me to suggest 
that these were the Methodist 
Chapel in 1811 as well as 1842.  Is 
that accurate? 
What I had not checked out were 
some documents Margaret Trapp 
had kindly shown me some while 
ago.  These were her transcription 
of the deeds of the Methodist 
Chapel, which had been used to 
compile the history of the Chapel, 
which Margaret and Mary Frost had 
published to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the building of the 
Chapel in 1837. Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories - Continued 
That book opened with a quotation from a report of the Weare Circuit to the Bristol 
District of the Bible Christian Connexion in July 1837.  It stated “A new and neat little 
chapel have been built at Stock 24’ by 18’; another at South Brent 31’ by 23’, with 
dwelling house attached to it, will be ready for opening in the middle of August.”  The 
Bible Christian Connexion became part of the United Methodist Church in 1907 which, in 
1932, became part of the Methodist Church.  No mention is made in the Tithe Map of the 
dwelling house, but the deeds of 1837 do say that a cottage is partly built and the old 
cottage is pulled down. 
It appears that Matthew Hade, yeoman, owned the property prior to 1771, together with a 
piece of arable situated in the common field of South Brent.  On December 6th of that 
year he sold the freehold to William Wall, labourer, for £10, subject to a 99 year lease on 
the life of a lady who probably lived in the cottage there.  That was a normal way of 
handling land up until then.  The 99 year lease rarely lasted that long if, as was normal, 
the ‘life’ died (often more than one life was included, often some young children, and if 
one died, a heriot (fee) could be paid to register a new life, thus providing some long term 
continuity).  Her 99 year lease obviously terminated before the next assignment of the 
land.  This time another William Wall, possibly of Babcary, grandson of the former owner 
and his executor, sold the property to John Cook, yeoman, of South Brent for £5..5s..0d.  
It seems likely that the lower sum was due to the arable land not being included in this 
sale.  Now, however, a new scheme was used and the property was sold for a 1,000 
year lease.  Normally the original owner would require an annual ground rent, but this 
was noted as a peppercorn rent, if required (i.e. forget it).  One stipulation was that 
William Wall’s mother should be allowed to live out her life in the cottage there. 
Ten years later (March 25th 1809), John Cook sold the property to John Chard, yeoman 
of South Brent, for £102..2s..0d.  The enormous increase in value presumably came 
about because Mrs Wall had now died and he now obtained vacant possession.  John 
Chard was obviously illiterate, as he had his mark witnessed, but was also wealthy 
enough to have his own seal.  The cottage was now converted into two dwellings, one 
occupied by John Chard and the other by his father.  Sometime later his father, Richard 
Chard, died and John found other accommodation as, when he sold it on in April 1825, 
John Bartlett and Sarah Yeo were the new tenants.  The new owner, John Chapman, 
another yeoman, of Banwell, presumably bought it as an investment and paid £100 for it.  
How long Sarah Yeo remained in her cottage is unknown, but she and John Bartlett, who 
is referred to as ‘lately in possession’ in 1837, had both left before John Chapman 
agreed with the Bible Christians to have a chapel built on the site and a new cottage, 
suggesting he was at least sympathetic to their cause.  Presumably the chapel was built 
where Sarah Yeo’s cottage had been and the new cottage replaced that of John Bartlett.  
When the chapel was ready, a group of Bible Christian Trustees was formed, which 
purchased the 1,000 year lease for £80 from John Chapman.  A few months later, on 
January 9th 1838, the Trustees took out a mortgage of £200 to pay for the cost of the 
buildings works and, in 1859, after John Chapman had died, his son, Henry, conveyed 
his father’s remaining freehold rights to the Trustees for 10/- (ten shillings, now 50p).  
So, by 1811 it would seem that there were two cottages on the site, but not a Methodist 
Chapel and the similarity between the two features on the maps is due to pure co-
incidence.  Thanks for your help Mary and, if anyone else has comments to make, or 
errors to note, regarding any of my articles, please feel free to contact me. 
Next month I will continue to compare the two maps, completing the remainder of Brent 
Street.  Later I intend to include Burton Row, Berrow Road (sorry, it’s now Station Road!) 
and other roads leading from them, where relevant. John Page 
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www.gth.net

Westcountry Specialists
Sales, Lettings & Management of Residential, Agricultural & Commercial Property

Planning & Development, Building & Design, Fine Art

Somerset ■ Dorset ■ Devon ■ London

Residential ■ Lettings ■ Agricultural ■ Commercial ■ Fine Art ■ Land & Planning

Greenslade Taylor Hunt
75-77 High Street, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset, TA8 1NW

T: 01278 782326, Email: residential.burnham-on-sea@gth.net
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Women’s Society 
We were very grateful to Lynn for offering to host our evening in 
November when we had a demonstration from Dot on how to make 
our Christmas decorations.  It was extremely kind of Dot to join us as 
John, her husband, had only returned from a stay in hospital a few 
days prior to our meeting.  Our best wishes to you John, we do hope that you are feeling 
very much better now. 
Our Christmas meal, held at the Red Cow on December 12th, was very enjoyable. 
Our first meeting in 2013 will be held at Dot Hatfield's house on Thursday 31st January at 
8.00pm, when Julie will be showing us a DVD and talking about her experiences of riding 
her bicycle across Cambodia and Thailand.  This should be a very interesting evening so I 
do hope that you can all join us. 
On February 28th we are going to the home of Brian and Judy Freestone when Brian’s talk is 
entitled ‘Books!’  Why not come along and enjoy the evening at ‘Bramcote’ Brent Street, you 
will be very welcome. 
If you feel you would like to join us at any of our meetings, please ring either Julie, 751 229 
or Ann, 760 148, who can arrange a lift for you. Ann 

Women’s Institute 
At our December meeting, Mr Peter Tinney had us all laughing as he 
reminisced about his Somerset childhood on the farm.  This was followed by 
mulled wine, mince pies and cakes.  The Flower of the Month competition 
was won by Janet Southwell with a yellow rose.  

The speaker at the meeting on 9th January will be Mrs Jean Routley who will tell us about 
her experiences as a church organist.  A reminder to members - please bring the completed 
Resolution voting form to the January meeting. 
A happy and healthy New Year to all our members. JMG 

“Meet & Eat” 
About 30 regular Meet and Eaters, cooks and helpers had an excellent Christmas meal on 
Monday December 5th, at Woodlands, rounded off with a visit from Father Christmas.  The 
food, service and atmosphere were first class.  Thank you Sarah and Paul for hosting us so 
admirably at short notice.  Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella would like to thank the regulars for 
their most generous Christmas tokens presented at the meal. 
Please note that there will be no Meat and Eat in January, but we look forward to greeting 
our regulars and any new diners on Monday February 11th in the Nuttall Room, Brent Knoll 
Parish Hall.  Doors open at 12.30pm. 
Please book with Liz Bream 01278 760 810 by Friday February 8th. 
Happy New Year to you! Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella 

BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
The next Winter Whist drive for the tennis club is to be held as usual at Ivy Clad Hall by 
courtesy of Frances James on the 14th January.  Admission £1.50p. David Outfin 

WHERE IN OUR VILLAGE 
Each month the BKN will have a small picture quiz – no 
prizes, but I hope you may enjoy guessing where the 
object shown is located within the Parish boundary 
Last month’s picture was from the gate post of Ball 
Copse Hall. 

It is fairly obvious what this month’s object is, but where do you think it can be found? 
The answer and another object will be shown next month. JaPe 
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WASSAILING 
THE APPLE TREES AT 

 
 

 
 
Mulled Cider SATURDAY 

 & Refreshments 19th JANUARY, 2013 
    at 7pm  

£10.00 PER PERSON (Children under 14 FREE)   
Entrance by ticket only 

to include a glass of mulled cider, plus FREE samples from a selection of 
WESTCROFT CIDERS (alc. 6% by volume) 

PIG ROAST & Refreshments – RAFFLE 
(with vegetarian alternatives) 

Entrance by Ticket Only - Numbers Limited: Reserve your ticket 
Tel: 01278 760 762           Car Parking available 

Tickets available in advance from Westcroft Farm or Brent Knoll Village Shop 
All profits go to the Sargent Cancer Care for Children Trust 

Berrow Conservation Group 
Berrow Conservation Group is very much looking forward to their next 
indoor meeting on Tuesday January 22nd in Berrow Village Hall at 
7.30pm.  We are pleased to announce our speaker will be Chris Sperring 
MBE, Wildlife Broadcaster and Naturalist.  His topic will be ' British Owls, 
their natural history, and practical conservation'.  He may even bring along an owl or 
two!  Visitors are very welcome to attend, and a special invitation is extended to Brent 
Knoll residents. 
Entry, non-members £2  members £1.  Refreshments will be available. Ann Griffiths 

Origins of Sayings 
After the festive season and followed by New Year resolutions, sometimes, we are 
heard to say “I am going on the wagon”. 
The origins of this are somewhat grizzly.  It goes back to the time when prisoners were 
transported to Tyburn Gallows on a horse drawn wagon.  The prisoners’ were allowed 
one last drink in a pub on their way to their execution.  If offered a second drink by a 
sympathiser the guard would call out “No, they are going on the wagon”.  RW
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Your Local Family Will 
Writing Service 

Est 2003
Home Visiting 
Free initial Advice 
Wills and Trusts 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney

Secure Document Storage 
Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

Fully CRB Checked 
References provided 
Professional Indemnity Cover 

Contact
Owen J Cullwick

01278 794 463 
07927 445 215 

owen@cullwick.co.uk
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Poppy Collection 2012 
The total poppy collection this year was down on some of our previous 
years, but I think it is probably a sign of the times.  The total was 
£2,874.19 of which £1,527.66 was collected at Sanders Garden World. 
My very grateful thanks to all who stood in the cold at Sanders, to the 
people who have collection boxes on the premises, and as usual 
Eddie and Elaine who counted all the mainly small change, it is much 
appreciated. 
Just as a matter of interest, looking back at my “little” book, since 1979, Brent Knoll 
has sent approximately £55,000 to the Poppy Appeal, not bad for a small village! 
 Sally Wingate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Semantics 
No dictionary has been able to adequately explain the difference between 
COMPLETE and FINISHED.  However, in a recent linguistic conference held in 
London, England, and attended by some of the best linguists in the world: Samsundar 
Balgobin, a Guyanese no less, was the clear winner. 
His final challenge was this: “Some say there is no difference between COMPLETE 
and FINISHED.  Please explain the difference between COMPLETE and FINISHED 
in a way that is easy to understand”. 
Here is his very astute answer:  
"When you marry the right woman, you are COMPLETE. But, when you marry the 
wrong woman, you are FINISHED.  And when the right one catches you with the 
wrong one, you are COMPLETELY FINISHED!" 
His answer was received with a standing ovation lasting over 5 minutes. 
 Mary Wridgway 
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“200+ CLUB” – 2013 
There’s been a Terrific response to the 2013 200+ Club, with over 220 numbers now 
reserved!  So we are guaranteed to be able to continue with the club in 2013.  So far 
we have issued 7 extra numbers to new members, but we are still waiting to hear 
back from many existing members.  So if you were a member in 2012, please return 
your reply slip and if you weren’t, you can join by filling in and returning the application 
form below.  Don’t forget, the more members the more prizes! 
Anyone aged over 16 years can be a member of the 2013 “200+ Club”.  Don’t forget 
your relatives and friends can join (they don’t even have to live in the village).  As well 
as locals, we have members from America, Australia, Canada, Cheshire, London, 
Kent, Milton Keynes, New Zealand, Wales and even Wedmore!!  Your chances of 
winning are much better than the Lotto! 
It would be most helpful if you could return your completed application form to me, 
together with your subscription, as soon as possible, either via the Village Shop or 
directly.  I will then write to all members, giving them details of their allocated 
number(s), so please reply soon. 
Wishing you all a Lucky and Prosperous New Year!Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 
NOTE - Cheques will NOT be cashed until after 1/1/2013 

WIN UP TO £120!! 
Monthly draws entitle winners to prizes including: 

 1st Prize  £ 20 + others including  £ 12 
In addition, two annual draws entitle winners to EXTRA prizes including: 

Summer Draw Christmas Draw 
  1st Prize  -  £ 60     1st Prize  -  £ 120 

The more numbers issued, the more prizes, keeping the chances of winning just as high.  In 
2012 we will have paid out 113 prizes totalling £ 1,800!! 

Numbers will be allocated at a cost of £ 12 per year (£1 per month) 
ALL PROFITS TO BRENT KNOLL PARISH HALL 

�----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Complete below and return with your payment of £ 12 per entry to: Bob Filmer, Wascelyn, 48, 
Brent Street, Brent Knoll or the Brent Knoll Village Shop. 
You can apply for 1 or more numbers.  Why not get your friends and family to have a go and 
support your LOCAL Parish Hall at the same time. 

Your Name Mr/Mrs/Ms …………………………………………………………… 
Address ………………………………………………………………………… 
 ………………………………………………………………………… 
Telephone ………………………………………………………………………… 

Yes, I would like to buy …… number(s) in Brent Knoll Parish Hall “200+ Club” 
Please enclose cash or cheque for £ 12 per “200+ Club” number. 

                                        Cheques payable to “Brent Knoll Parish Hall”.                                   01 
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WANT TO PLAY THE  
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and  
keyboard teacher in  
Brent Knoll available  
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught. 

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 

Chew Valley Music Man 
Registered Blind Qualified Piano 

Tuner and Repairer 
G. Masters 

Tel: 
01275 332 313 

Showroom now Open 
e-mail:     Gerald@chewvalleymusicman.co.uk 
Website:  www.chewvalleymusicman.co.uk 
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
  9th February More Crumbs from   8th June Village Fête 
  the Headmasters Table 20th July Music on the Green with 
16th March The Return of “Jay Jerome”    “Sodz Law” (Music from 60’s to present) 
20th April St George’s Fish & Chip Supper 19th Oct. Harvest Supper with 
    “Combyne ‘arvester” 
Next meeting – Monday, 14th January, 8pm, “Jubilee Room” Sandra Few 

THANK YOU 
I would like to say a big heartfelt thank you to all my kind friends for their 
many cards, best wishes and hospital visits I received following my 
"accident" in October. 
After two months bed resting, I am glad to say I am now at home.  It’s 
going to be a long journey till full recovery, but I intend springing back 
when Spring itself arrives.  It’s times like these when you realize how 
lucky you are, and I for one, have some very special Friends, and a 
wonderful Brother Colin.  Best Wishes for a very happy new year. 

 Jean Owen 

“More Crumbs from the Headmaster's Table” - Reminder 
On Saturday 9th February at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall, a dinner will be held after 
which Brian Freestone will give a 30/40 minute talk on some of the funny experiences 
and anecdotes he has collected from his time as a Primary School Head teacher of 
some thirty years standing.  This is NOT a repetition of the previous dinner held two 
years ago but is a collection of new stories and experiences - all true!  So if you want 
to be entertained in a light hearted manner do come along for an enjoyable evening.   
Example: 
Recently Brian took one of his grandsons, aged 13, to the excellent museum in 
Taunton.  As they approached one of the splendid exhibits, an elderly woman 
apologised for standing in their way.  He noticed from the woman's accent that she 
was from Australia.  Having visited that country several times and fallen in love with it, 
Brian got into a short conversation with her about the country.  His grandson moved a 
few yards away to look at more exhibits.  After a short time  Brian bade the woman 
'Goodbye' and wished her well for the rest of her stay.  When he re-joined his 
grandson a few yards away, the boy looked up earnestly into Brian's eyes and said 
very seriously, "Remember, you're a married man, Grandpa!" 
When Brian told his wife Judy the story, she said she would always ensure that that 
particular grandson would accompany him on his days out! 
Tickets priced £ 10 includes the cost of a meal and will be available from the Village 
Shop.  There will also be a bar and a raffle. BDF 
Just for Fun – What their Mothers might have said 
Michelangelo’s mother: “Mike, can’t you paint on walls like other children?  Do you 

know how hard it is to get that stuff off the ceiling?” 
Napoleon’s mother: “All right, Napoleon, if you aren’t hiding your school report 

inside your jacket, then take your hand out to prove it!” MP 
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
At our Christmas meeting Yvonne Bell told us about Christmas in 
Edwardian times, back at the beginning of the last century.  Her talk was 
illustrated with pictures and photographs. 
Decorations were very popular.  With pony and trap still the main transport, these were 
decorated as were the drays and carthorses.  Even trains at Temple Meads were decorated.  
House decorations mostly used living things like Holly, Ivy and fir cones etc. supplementing 
them with anything available.  Cigarette packets provided silver paper and homemade paper 
chains were used, as were real candles.  The exchange of Christmas cards was also very 
popular.  Most cards were mostly made at home and with the growing popularity of 
photography, photos of themselves were often used to adorn the cards. 
Goose, a joint of Beef or even Pigeon Pie were favourites but Turkey was not very popular 
then.  In those days the bakers kept their ovens hot on Christmas Day although they were 
not baking, so those people without facilities for cooking large amounts would take their 
roasts to the baker to use the hot ovens.  The Christmas puddings were made early with all 
the dried fruit having to be well washed to remove grit and earth and then dried again before 
use.  Many Christmas presents were homemade, although the better off could buy gifts.  
Anything to do with dolls was popular for girls and lead soldiers for boys.  Entertainment at 
Christmas gatherings was often poems and songs around the piano.  
After Yvonne’s entertaining and informative talk, everyone present enjoyed the festive food 
and drink, so the meeting ended on a very happy note. 
Dates of future Meetings:-   
There are no meetings during January and February 
Tuesday March 12th  Our first meeting in 2013 will be a short AGM followed by Chris 

Cudlip from Bleadon telling us about Vegetable Growing. 
  Please note this meeting will start at 7.30pm. 
Tuesday April 9th  Peonies and Irises will be the subject of a presentation given by 

Sue Applegate. Mariette Denison 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Well, how was your Christmas?” 
“Very good, I think I would call it a non-returnable Christmas” 

“That sounds a bit odd, what happened then?” 
“Well, everything I bought the wife was right!, right colour, right size, so nothing is 

going back to be changed!” 
“How did you do that?, amazing!” 

“What I did was to check the sizes on what she has in the wardrobe, and buy the next 
size up, and they all fitted OK.  But I did agree with her that they must have mixed up 

some of the sizes on the hangers!” 
“Good thinking eh!” 
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I am a mature and experienced Beauty 
Therapist, working in my home. 
I SPECIALISE IN TREATMENT 

FACIALS, USING COLLIN 
RESULTIME, A SALON-ONLY 

PREMIUM RANGE OF PRODUCTS 
FROM PARIS, FOR QUALITY 

RESULTS. 
Also 

MANICURES, PEDICURES, WAXING, 
LASH & BROW TINTING, ETC. 

Please call me for further information 
27 Paddock Drive, Highbridge, TA9 3LH 
01278 789 772 or 07761 779 867 (Mob) 

Relax – don’t rush! 
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   Reliable Professional Driver 
          No distance too far! 

         
  Call: 760592 or 07950 304196 

for a quote 
  
Licensed for Private Hire by Sedgemoor DC 

SW AIRPORT CARS  
PERSONAL CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 

EXECUTIVE TRAVEL AT TAXI PRICES! 
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Your New Year Sudokus 
 Easy Sudoku Hard Sudoku (Win a £5 Prize!) 
 
    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 

 
A    6 3  2   
 

B   5      4   
C       1  9
 

D 7 3   2 4    
 

E        8  
 

F    5     6
 

G     1   7  
 

H  6       2
 
J 1 2    3 9   

Ten persons solved last month’s Sudoku.  Jenny Butters, Pauline Chadwick, Chris Harden, 
Mac Hares, Chris Marsh, Frankie New, Margaret Rogers, Liz Ibrahim, John Spiers and 
Caroline Sturgess.  Jenny Butters won the ballot.  Send this month’s solution to 
david@flockman.com or send to 48, Brent Street.  If there are several winners, there will be 
another ballot. David Filmer 
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request from several competitors) are below:- 
 

 Easy Sudoku Hard Sudoku 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just for Fun – What their Mothers might have said 
Jonah’s mother: “That’s a nice story, but now tell me where you’ve really 

been for the past three days.” 
Little Miss Muffet’s mother: “Well, all I can say is that, if you don’t get off your tuffet and 

start cleaning your room, there’ll be a few more spiders 
around here!” MP 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A    5 1    
 

B     3  2   
C 6       
 

D   7   5  
 

E   4 2     
 

F      1  
 

G  2  3    
 

H 9    7  6 
 
J    4  9  

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 6 3 5 8 9 4 2 7 1
 

B 7 4 1 5 2 3 9 6 8
   

C 8 9 2 1 6 7 3 5 4
 

D 4 2 6 3 7 8 1 9 5
 

E 5 8 9 2 1 6 4 3 7
 

F 3 1 7 9 4 5 8 2 6
 

G 2 5 4 7 8 9 6 1 3
 

H 1 6 3 4 5 2 7 8 9
 
J 9 7 8 6 3 1 5 4 2

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 3 7 8 5 9 1 2 6 4 
 

B 1 9 5 6 2 4 7 3 8 
  
C 2 6 4 3 8 7 1 5 9 
 

D 8 5 3 9 7 2 4 1 6 
 

E 4 2 9 1 3 6 5 8 7 
 

F 6 1 7 4 5 8 3 9 2 
 

G 9 4 2 8 1 3 6 7 5 
 

H 5 3 6 7 4 9 8 2 1 
 
J 7 8 1  2 6 5 9 4 3 
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“Five Minute” Quick Crossword – The Answers 
Across 
1) Quiches 
2) Fen 
3) Risking 
4) Ebbtide 
5) Worrier 
6) Noisier 
7) Lighten 
 
 

Down 
1) Quarter Final 
8) Inks 
9) HiFi 
10) Sing 
11) Enid 
12) Kit 
13) Basting 
14) Imprint 
15) Enthrone 

Hopefully this had your little grey cells working hard!  Thanks to Roy for this 
Crossword, and with any luck we’ll have more “Five Minute” crosswords in future 
issues. Ed. 

Saint Michael’s Music and Arts 
Saint Michael’s Church 

Saturday 2nd march 

“The Golden Age of Musical Satire” 
Pete Gill is a brilliant musician returning to the village for his third visit bringing 

an amusing and relaxed evening’s entertainment. 
The show takes the funniest songs of the last hundred years and throws them 

together in a 90 minute, me and my piano, performance. 
Songs such as Allan Sherman’s ‘Hello Muddah, Hello Faddah’, Flanders and 

Swann’s ‘The Gas Man Cometh’, Victoria Wood’s ‘Barry and Freda’, Bernard 
Cribbins’ ‘Right Said Fred’, Noel Coward’s ‘Mad Dogs and Englishmen’, Monty 
Python’s ‘Always Look On The Bright Side of Life’, Weird Al Yankowicz's 'The 

Night Santa Went Crazy' and Tom Lehrer’s ‘Poisoning Pigeons in the Park’. 
It is one of the most enjoyable shows that he has ever done as it allows him to 
share with the audience that which makes him laugh.  The show has had great 
success as the songs appeal to anyone old enough to have developed a sense of 

humour - whether they are hearing them for the first time or the hundred and first 
time. 

Full details will be published in February. 
The ticket price will include a Buffet, including tea, coffee or a soft 

drink to be served in the interval. 
Just for Fun – What their Mothers might have said 
Mary’s mother: “I’m not upset that your little lamb followed you to school, Mary, 

but I would like to know how he got better marks than you.”!” MP 



#�

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

Bespoke Gates 
and Garage 

Doors Limited 

Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel :  01278 760068

e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality 

bespoke wooden gates
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More Ramblings of a Rambler 
The recent weather has rather put a damper on my rambling in more 
ways than one.  Not only was it seriously wet, but my Observer book of 
Flora and Fauna was useless.  Father Christmas came to the rescue.  
I now have the Observers book of Aquatic Plants and Amphibians. 
Looking out of the window watching the rain fall day after day, I got to 
thinking why was there so much of it around.  Maybe Eco-Friendliness 
is to blame, we all live in homes that are dry and warm.                      
My grandparents told me that they grew up in houses that were damp, their clothes were 
made of material that sucked up water, they had rising damp and wet rot.  So the extra 
rain that’s fallen could be the result of four generations drying out . 
Finally; The power, or not , of words … 

Pythagoras’ Theorem -        24 words, 
Lord’s Prayer -        66 words, 
Archimedes’ Principal -        67 words, 
Ten Commandments -      179 words, 
Gettysburg Address -      286 words, 
US Declaration of Independence -   1,300 words, 
US Constitution with all 27 amendments -   7,818 words, 
EU Regulation on the sale of cabbages - 26,911 words. The Rambler 

“200+ Club” Cracking Christmas Draw 
The December draw was made at the Christmas Bazaar.  The lucky numbers were 
drawn by John Page and several of the shoppers and stallholders and the winners were:- 
 

December No. Prize Name  
First Prize 219 £ 120 Miss C.M. Wildash GreenTrees Avenue Tonbridge 
Second Prize 172 £   60 Mr D.A. Raffill Ham Road Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 327 £   60 Mrs M.G. Trapp (Donate) Coombe Side Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 77 £   40 Mr P.R. Dallosso Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 93 £   40 Miss P. Sargeant Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 112 £   20 Mr & Mrs R. Smith Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Seventh Prize 158 £   20 Mrs S. Joyce Berrow Road Burnham 
Eighth Prize 214 £   16 Mrs H. Horne The Drive Leicestershire 
Ninth Prize 238 £   16 Mr J.G. Butt The Willows Brent Knoll 
Tenth Prize 135 £   12 Mr & Mrs G.J. Aitken Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Eleventh Prize 259 £   12 Mrs J. Woodman Wick Lane Brent Knoll 
Twelfth Prize 341 £   12 Mr M.A.R. Chalom Cedar Close Brent Knoll 
Thirteenth Prize 111 £   10 Mrs S. Boss Hill Lane Brent Knoll 
Fourteenth Prize 113 £   10 Mr & Mrs R. Smith Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Fifteenth Prize 73 £     8 Miss S.J. Rich Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Sixteenth Prize 244 £     8 Mrs J. Warren Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Seventeenth Prize 27 £     6 Miss M.E. Piper Manor Ride Brent Knoll 
Eighteenth Prize 324 £     6 Mr & Mrs A.D. Dando Brent Street Brent Knoll 

Thank you to all the members of the 2012 200+ Club, your support has helped make sure 
that our Parish Hall can meet the needs of our local community and remain at it’s heart. 

Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator, Brent Knoll Parish Hall Committee 

Just for Fun – One Liners 
“I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize!! 99% of lawyers give the rest a bad name! 
Borrow money from pessimists -- they don't expect it back!!” 
I almost had a psychic girlfriend,... but she left me before we met!!” The Friendly Pharmacist 
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The History of Nursery Rhymes 
Sing a song of sixpence a pocket full of rye, 
Four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie, 

When the pie was opened the birds began to sing, 
Oh, wasn’t that a dainty dish to set before the King? 

The King was in his counting house counting out his money, 
The Queen was in the parlour eating bread and honey, 
The maid was in the garden hanging out the clothes, 

When down came a blackbird and pecked off her nose! 
First published in 1744, this rhyme tells of a time, when song birds were eaten as a 
delicacy, especially in Tudor times. 
It is said that a court jester may have suggested to the Royal cook, to bake a pastry 
crust and then place it over some live birds in order to amuse the King.  It would 
therefore, not be a surprise should any of the birds seek revenge and peck someone 
in the face. 
It is of interest to note that the reference to the King being in his counting house and 
the Queen eating her bread and honey reflects the common man’s perception of how 
the King and Queen spend their time. Roger Ward 

 
Reg. Charity No. 205284 

North Somerset Branch 
JUMBLE SALE 

Saturday 19th January 
Starts 2 p.m. 

at the 

Winscombe, Community Centre, 
Sandford Road 

Lots of Bargains 
Refreshments 

Donations of jumble may be brought 
to the Community Centre from 10am 

For more information ring 
01934 843 184 

All proceeds for the North 
Somerset Branch of the RSPCA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just for Fun – One Liners 
Half the people you know are below average! OK, so what's the speed of dark? 
A conscience is what hurts when all your other parts feel so good! The Friendly Pharmacist 



MBC Property Maintenance
We can take care of all of your property 
maintenance, inside and out, including

Decorating - Fencing - Decking- 
Sheds - Gardening - Flooring -

Made to Measure Metal
Gates & Railings 

No Job Too Small 

Call us on 01278 760170 
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Secure Caravan Storage 
Gary and Sarah Bowden 

G&S Storage 
Tel: 01934 750631 
Mob:07970 950707 

Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ 
www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5 
Insurance approved - CASSOA 

CCTV and Lighting 
Hard standing with easy access 

Wash facility 
Towing available 

OPEN ALL YEAR
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Bed & Breakfast 
Grade II Listed Farmhouse 

En suite & family room available  
Tel: Claire & Rob Thomas 

01934 751 105 
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BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
Recent flooding has made it a difficult few weeks for the 
club.  The clubhouse and surrounding area were under six 
inches of flood water for nearly a week. 
The courts were also partly submerged but were playable after a 
while.  Intrepid tennis players needed wellies to reach the 
courts. 
There is a break from coaching over Christmas but will restart in 
January.  
For information about the tennis club, contact 
alhillyer@aol.co.uk or telephone 01934 815 407. Alison Hillyer 
Mexico 2014 Paris 
Hello, my name is Paris and I am a young leader at Brent Knoll guides. 
I have been very fortunate to have been selected to go to Mexico in 2014 for 
Girlguiding South West England.  This is quite an accolade as I have had to go through a 
complicated selection process.  Whilst there I will be experiencing Mexican culture and doing some 
charitable work. 
However, part of the process is for me to raise the money myself.  I have a figure of £2,300 to raise!!  
I also have to fund equipment such as a visa etc.  During the coming year I will be doing various 
events to try and reach my target.  To kick things off I have set up an account with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk.  This website gives you access to 2000+ retailers including Amazon, 
Boots, M&S, etc.  You can also do the house insurance through this.  The idea is that you log on, 
click on “support a good cause”, search for and select “Mexico 2014 Paris” find the retailer you want 
and start shopping.  You don't pay any more than you would if you had gone to the site direct but I 
will get a small percentage added to my fund. 
I am also doing a scheme called ‘Rag Bags’, which is where you fill a bag with old textiles, clothes, 
paired shoes, hat, bags, soft toys, belts, curtains and bedding sheets (not pillows or duvets).  These 
are then taken to a factory where they are graded and the majority of it is sent to Africa for the 
people living there.  If you feel you'd like to help then fill a bag (black bag) or collect a bag from 
outside the front door of St. Michaels House, Church Lane and put it in the metal bin in the 
driveway.  Every little helps,  Many thanks  Paris Hazelton-Cavill 
Motoring in our village  
As we move into Winter, there are more challenges faced by drivers. 
The recent flooding left people having to drive through flooded roads.  Slower speed being required 
to avoid water ingress into engine electrics.  Rescue services advised that even 4x4’s were affected 
by this.  National television showed some nautical sounding signs “Slow down your bow wave is 
flooding the village hall” and there were reports of vehicles speeding through floods on Brent Street 
caused water to increase in already flooded properties.  So please slow down and think of others as 
you drive through floods.  Needless to say don’t risk driving through fast moving water, beware of 
displaced manholes as we all saw in Brent Street, and do a rolling brake test after clearing floods. 
Deer have been sighted in newer areas around our village.  They tend to be on the move around 
dawn and dusk, even the most observant motorists have little time to react if a deer dashes out, 
respected advice being to observe the entry point in case the rest of the herd follow.  Good luck with 
the insurance claim if one does land into your vehicle then runs off! 
As I write this in early December, the hard night frosts are here so a reminder again to spend time in 
the morning to fully de-ice the car windows before driving off through our village so as to ensure 
good early morning views of the many pedestrians and other road hazards.  Perhaps a caring way 
to spend the Christmas vouchers would be to invest in some Winter grade tyres, the different 
compounds make for better grip and stopping distance. 
The Weston group of advanced motorists would like to invite all to our January 15th meeting 8pm at 
Kewstoke Village Hall, Kewstoke W.S.M.  We have a speaker form Network Rail talking on level 
crossings for all users.  Let’s all keep our village safe and road incident free by slow and careful 
driving.  Weston Advanced Motorists Group www.weston-iam.org.uk  Neill Barnaby 
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – November 2012 
Last month I commented on the potential for an eventful Winter, as we 
approached the wettest time of the year with rhynes full to overflowing.  
Little did I know that the potential would be realised only three weeks later. 
Early November was unexceptional except for a brief thunderstorm with hail 
on 1st November, and some snow on Mendip on the 4th.  The first four days 
brought a good deal of rain, topping up those rhynes, and by the 5th we had 
recorded 36.4mm (1.4”): but then high pressure put a stop to the Atlantic 
lows, just in time for the bonfire festivities.  To celebrate, one of Western 
Power’s transformers made its own contribution to the fireworks and then 
cut electricity to the village for the evening. 
The next couple of weeks saw a procession of Atlantic depressions, but they passed well 
to the north and this period was generally quiet – showery but mild, with Autumn mists.  
By the 19th November, we had recorded 54.6mm (2.1”) of rain, not unusual for 
November.  Late that night, a low pressure system brought another 10.8mm of rain that 
fell on saturated ground, and there then followed three separate events that caused a 
good deal of damage and disruption. 
During the evening of 20th November, a front arrived that was similar to the one that 
brought us so much rain on 23rd/24th September, in that it was moving very slowly 
lengthwise and depositing rain as it went.  At one point this front stretched from the 
Channel Islands to the North Sea, so it took many hours to pass.  By the time the rain 
stopped at 11am on the 21st, it had delivered 24.8mm (1”) of rain: there was nowhere for 
this water to go, and flooding was inevitable. 
On 22nd November the wind rose steadily all day as a particularly active cold front 
approached.  It arrived here just before 5pm, bringing torrential rain and a 40.9kt (47mph) 
gust of wind – the strongest for a couple of years.  The front passed quickly and the rain 
did not last as long as it had the previous day, but it added another 12.8mm (0.5”) and 
took November past the 100mm mark – the fifth month this year to reach that total. 
23rd November brought a welcome break from the rain, but another depression was 
brewing off the coast of Portugal and a warm front from that system approached from the 
south during 24th November.  Whereas the cold front on the 22nd started with heavy rain 
that gradually eased, a warm front sees a slow build-up – intermittent rain began at 
8.30am, but increased in intensity during the evening.  The heaviest rain came as the 
warm front passed shortly before midnight, and so we recorded another 24.6mm (1”). 
By the end of November we had recorded 140.4mm (5.5”) of rain, just short of June’s 
exceptional total, and so far this year we have recorded 898.6mm (35.4”) - so we are 
sure to break the 2008 record of 904.4mm.  November ended with high pressure, blue 
skies and a chilly dry wind – we could do with some more of that. 
 Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk 

BRENT KNOLL BEAT SURGERY 
our Neighbourhood Beat Officers 

PC 3102 Ryan Dinham and PCSO 9613 Pauline Dixon 
will be holding a Beat Surgery on 

Wednesday, January 2nd 

10.30am to 12 noon 
Nuttall Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Please use this opportunity to meet your Neighbourhood Beat Team and discuss any issues 
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K M GORDON 
JCB PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS 
FENCING/PATIOS/DRIVEWAYS 

Tel: 01278 760 642 
Mob: 07885 251 697 

�������	
�
�	��	��

#��" " ��������	


� ��

��	����������������������������	�
�����������������

��	�������
 ���������� !
� "���	�
������
 �����������	�������#�����$�������

�	�
������%� ���
� �������������	�
#�������	�&�#����'������������#�	��



�����(	� �������	�
����)  ������������

��*
� ����		������������+���

��	�

������������������
����������������

HOW DO YOU  
CHOOSE THE RIGHT  
ESTATE AGENT? 
�� RECOMMENDATION 
� REPUTATION 
� TRUST 
� EXPERIENCE 
 

    
Daren Podbury Sarah Tyson   Graham Hutchinson 
 

 
Avery Estate Agents 

‘Matching People with Property 
for over 20 years’ 

  Tel: 01934 614893   
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CRUMBS  
from the 

HEADMASTER’S 
TABLE 

A TRADIONAL SCHOOL MEAL 
with 

ANECDOTES FROM  
BRIAN FREESTONE 

SATURDAY 9th FEBRUARY 
BRENT KNOLL PARISH HALL 

7.30pm 
BAR & RAFFLE 

Tickets £10 (including “Dinner”) 
Available from Brent Knoll Village Shop or ring 760 986 

Proceeds to: 
Brent Knoll Parish Hall 
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0786674499501278 641516 
www.markkitchensandmore.co.uk

Sandale House, Mark.

TThe Red Cow 
 Large Beer Garden FRIDAY NIGHT is 
 Function Room CURRY Night - £6.00p 
 Traditional Food Homemade Chicken Curry 
  Popadom & Chutney 
  Tel: 01278 760 234 

Our Menu is available as a Take Away 
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Diary for January 2013 Page 
  2nd Community Beat Surgery Parish Hall 10.30-12 noon 44 
  3rd SORT IT+ Recycling & No Green Waste [1 day late]  Your House  Early!! 
  7th Pilates (every Monday) Parish Hall   9.15am 15 
  7th Short Mat Bowling Club (every Monday) Parish Hall   2.00pm  
  7th Classical Music Circle (every Monday) Ball Copse Hall   7.00pm 12 
  7th Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room   7.30pm 7 

Parish Council – Meeting Jubilee Room to follow immediately 
  8th Toddlers (and every Tuesday) Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 4 
  8th Knoll Group of Ringers (Every Tuesday) St Michael’s Church   7.30pm-9pm  
  8th Royal British Legion (Men’s Section) Red Cow   7.30pm 3 
  9th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
  9th Mobile Library [NOTE Wednesday!!] See Village Notice Boards for Details 31 
  9th Women’s Institute – “Jean Routley” Parish Hall   2.30pm 23 
12th Bazaar, Farmer’s Market & Parish Café Parish Hall 10.00-12 noon 12&31 
14th Winter Whist Drive (Tennis Club) IvyClad Hall   7.00pm 23 
14th Parish Hall Committee Meeting Jubilee Room   8.00pm 31 
15th DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY BRENT KNOLL NEWS 12.00 noon 50 
15th Advanced Motorists “Level Crossings” Kewstoke   8.00pm 43 
16th Good Companions - “Stephen Holford” Parish Hall   2.30pm 16 
16th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House   Early!!  
19th RSPCA Jumble Sale Winscombe   2.00pm 40 
19th Wassailing the Apple Trees Westcroft Farm   7.00pm 24 
21st WI Craft Group  Methodist Schoolroom   2.30pm 16 
21st Parish Council – Precept meeting Jubilee Room   7.30pm 7 
22nd Berrow Conservation Group Berrow Village Hall   7.30pm 24 
23rd SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish  Your House   Early!!  
28th St Glastian Day   16 
28th Mobile Library [NOTE Monday!!] See Village Notice Boards for Details  
28th Brent Knoll Local History Society  Jubilee Room   7.30pm 8 
30th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House   Early!!  
31st Women’s Society – “Cycling in Cambodia” Dot Hatfield’s   8.00pm 23 

Anything missing?  Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Event Diary 

Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!! 
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting?  Then why not 
share it with the village?  We publish most items and others may find your article interesting. 

DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY 2013 ISSUE –  
All contributions to be received by NOON on Tuesday, 15th January, to:- 
Bob, e-mail: bob@flockman.com or Wascelyn, 48, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4DT 
The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or represent the standpoint 
of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any contribution. 

POSTAL Subscription 
The Brent Knoll News is available by post for those outside the village.  So if you have friends or 
family who no longer live in the village, but who would like to keep up to date with what’s 
happening, all you need to do is to send their name and address together with a cheque for £10 
(incl. UK postage), to the editor, payable to “Brent Knoll News” and we’ll do the rest. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.info 
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